Dag Hammarskjöld Medal


Presentation of 719 Dag Hammarskjöld Medals by the Secretariat to Member States will take place today, 29 April, at 3.30 p.m. in the Library Auditorium. The invited representatives of 36+1 Member States (36 plus Switzerland) will each receive the Medal for their country’s first peacekeeping fatality from Jean-Marie Guéhenno, the Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations. This single Medal will symbolize all the Medals to be presented to each country, at this time. All Medals due each country will be transferred to the Permanent Missions at the close of the ceremony.


The Dag Hammarskjöld Medal is a posthumous award to members of United Nations peacekeeping operations who have lost their lives while on service with the UN. The Medal is awarded to military, civilian police and civilian personnel. From 1948 to the end of 2001, 1,738 peacekeepers sacrificed their lives in the cause of UN peacekeeping. Each surviving family will receive the Medal awarded to their family member from their own national authorities.


The Medal is egg-shaped and made of clear lead crystal, engraved with the name and date of death of the recipient, the United Nations logo, and the inscription “The Dag Hammarskjöld Medal. In the Service of Peace”, in English and French. 

Production of the Medals, at the rate of approximately 300 per month, began late last year and will continue until completed, in the late Spring or early Summer.

This is the second such ceremony, the first having taken place on 14 March 2002, when 315 Medals were presented to 20 Member States. A third is planned for the month of June.

The 719 Medals to be presented at today’s ceremony will go to Bangladesh (26), Canada (108), Cote D’Ivoire (1), Egypt (11), Ethiopia (32), Fiji (39), Finland (44), France (93), Germany (4), Guatemala (1), Guyana (2), Indonesia (27), Islamic Republic of Iran (3), Italy (45), Malawi (3), Mauritania (1), Morocco (16), Namibia (6), Netherlands (22), New Zealand (4), Nigeria (53), Norway (40), Philippines (9), Portugal (7), Romania (4), Russian Federation (33), Senegal (20), Slovak Republic (4), Sudan (2), Switzerland (3), Tajikistan (2), Thailand (3), Turkey (4), Ukraine (20), United Arab Emirates (1), Uruguay (11), Zimbabwe (15).

